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"DEATH REEL" OF (Z, a (TTPIH I
I AVIATORS SSm. I
J Of 'TO Who Were

j I
Back la IW2. "when aviation was

m.t the height of Its popularity,
twelve profeBBlonal aviators and A-

lbert Bond Lambert, millionaire
patron of this thrilling sport and
head of the United States navy'a
volunteer aviation auxllliary. posed
for a panorama photograph. A few
years-- later that film became known
as the "Death Reel" because of the
number of aviators on it that had
been killed.

Today but a few of those aviators
are alive with the exception of Al-

bert Bond Lambert, who was the
thirteenth on the film and who has
practically given up the sport Lam-

bert flew for pleasure and never at-

tempted the daring and fool-hard- y

performances that 6ent his friends
to their death His activities now
are confined to giving advice and
assistance to United States authori-
ties.

The greatest of the aviators on
the "Death Reel" was Lincoln
Beachey who fell 3,000 feet to his
death beneath the waters of San
Francisco Bay on March 14 of this
year while attempting aerial somer-

saults before a large crowd at the
ranama-Pacffi- c exposition.

Beachey was completing his sec-

ond flight of the day whn the acci-

dent occurred. Previously he had
electrified the crowd with a, Eerles

of aerial somersaults. He sought
to add an additional thrill by mak-

ing one of the famous perpendicular
drops that usually followed one of
his exhibitions. This proved too
much of a strain f r the frame of

the monoplane. The machine was
at an altitude of about 3.00 fort
when Beachey shut off the power.
For several hundred feet it dropped
head downward for the earth and
then the aviator grasped his control
levers for the graceful d cenl that
had characterized his previous
flights.

JIArHIE
CRUMPLES.

The wings under the force of the
speed With which he. was falling,

crumpled like r.a umbrella la a

I heavy wind, and the aeroplane,
turning over and over in its fall,
plunged into San Francisco Bay.

narrowly missing a government

transport.
Thousands of spectators rushed

!o the nearby water front in the

hopes the aviator would arise to

the surface but only a few sppnt-ere- d

fragments of the aeroplane

floated about the spot where the air-

man had disappeared. Launches

put out from shore equipped with

grappling hook and a boat crew

from the battleship Oregon which

was anchored a short distance away,

joined an attempt to recover the

body of the aviator who was strap-

ped to the seat of his machine 40

feet from the surface.
The search was kept up for three

hours. Finally divers from the Ore-

gon found the crushed form of the

aviator entangled in tho twisted
of his ma-

chine
stel and torn canvas

His body still was strapped
ir, the of th- - aeroplane. v 11

axes the divers treed the body from

the wreckage and brought u to the

surface. physician foundam autopsy
was a brokens only injury

riv.t leg and irom tin- swollen
of the face it was evident that

the airman met Ms death by drOn-in- z

Cuts on his hands indicated
r had attempted to free himself

From the straps that he d him to

h is seat and it is believed that had
,',. been accompli, bed h- - ""..Id

haV0 bofeu able to tight his way to

the surface aud keep afloat Ions

enough for the launches and power
out immediately aft-

er
boats that put

his plunge, to rescue him.

BR0T1IEE
WITNESSES D ITH.

Hllleary Beachey, a brother of the
dead aviator, was on the deck of

the United States transport ( rook
watching the flight and taw his
brother and former tl) ing compan-

ion Plunge to his death. Hllleary,
who had been the more conservative
aviator of the two. thereupon for-

swore flying forever.
Beachev s death is attributed to

the fact that he changed from a bi

plane to which he hnd been ac-

customed frcm the t me he took up

hie daring avocation, to the more
Irail and collapsible monoplane. In

this connection there is herewith
shown a remarkable, picture of
Lincoln Beachey standing by while
Mrs. Barney Oldfield dedicated the
machine In which ho was to meet
his death, with a bottle of cham-
pagne. This Is the last picture of
Lincoln Beachey and was taken a
few days before his death At the
Lime he expressed the belief that
he would meet hi6 death in this new
plane, according to the prominent
men and women who witnessed the
christening of tho monoplane

Lincoln Beachey was one of the
last of the aviators on the "Death
Reel" picture, the survivors having
foresworn the aviation game for-
ever When that picture was tak-
en In St. Louis several years ago,
death might have been the photo-
grapher wim snapped the bulb. At
least the grim phantom was hover-
ing near and marked practically
each one of the aviators before him
as a possible victim.
THE YOUNGEST
VICTIM,

Probably the youngest of the sac-
rifices to the public's desires for
novelty and thrills, who stood be-
fore the camera on a sunny summer
afternoon to be photographed with
the most daring of blrdmen. was
Andrew Drew. "Andy," as ho was
familiarly known, was the son of a
wealthy banker and was engaged
as a reporter for a newspaper His
career a6 an aeronaut was started
in about 108 when ballooning be-

came popular In St. Louis. Andy
had the power of imagination that
made him just suitable for such a
trip. While the more prosaic police
reporters of the paper were willing
to make one of the tlrst trips m ide
by a St. Louis newspaper reporter
for his paper, tho city editor con-
sidered that Andy Drew could write
a better story on the trip He came
back to his ofi'ice Monday morning
thrilled with his experiences andN
wrote as descriptive and interesting
story of the trip as any man could
Thereupon he became a sort of avi-
ation expert for his paper. He
"covered"' all of th balloon fi ghts
and even joined th aviation corps
of the National Guard of Mi nl
to Le nearer the beloved air crafts

When the aeroplanes replaced the
balloons. Andrew Drew studied
them closely and then gave up
rewspaper work to become an avi-
ator

"Andy, you're going to kill your-
self some day in one of those aero-
planes." reporters told him.

"I know it. but it's ail In a life-
time," he returned cheerily. And)
met his death in Dayton, b.. when
his aeroplane caught fire and

plunged to the ground. Lincoln
Beachey in a way felt himself re-
sponsible for the death of Andrew
Drew just as he did for five otlier
aviators of tho "Death Reel," who
lost their lives. Drew was a con-
servative flier and took no chances
until he saw Lincoln Beachey defy
the forces of the air In somersaults
and dangerous loopr, and he was
killed In undertaking similar fcr.ts.
PASSING
or PAGE.

Beachey felt partly responsible
for the death of Rutherford Page,
who tried some of the aviators dar-
ing stunts, uf this Beachey said;

"I watched Rutherford Page try-
ing out some of my stunts in 'a
brand new Curtiss biplane. He was
foolishly brave and 1 tried to warn
him. He laughed at me. He in-
sisted be could do anything 1 did.
I helped to untangle his broken
body trom that very machine a u tv
minutes later. As we were work-
ing to free his body his mechanican
said to me: Mr. Beachey Ruther-
ford said to me just before he went
up that he was going to outdo your
stunts or break his neck. An un-
expected puff of wind and it was
the end. He was trying one of my
"Dutch Roll?" when death overtook
him."

Beachey also held himself partly
responsible for the death of Phil
Parmelee, another aviator of the
"Death Reel " The latter attempt-
ed to perform Beachey 8 stunt of
making a ligure eight with his
hands off the levers and guiding the
machine only with hiu body by
swaying In the direction he wanted
to go. The machine overturned ,nd
he plunged to his death.

Horace Kearney attempted to out-
shine Beachey. He attempted a
flight over the ocean from Loc

to San Francisco with Chester
Lawrence, auu mobile editor of tho
Los Angeles Examiner, as his pas-
senger. Their bodies never were
lound and only a single pontoon of
the aeroplane was fouud afloat to
tell cf the tragedy.

Billy Badger, a college graduate
and a wealthy man, went to his
death in Chicago attempting Beach-ey'- s

daring drop. His machine
failed to right itself and its planes
were crumpled- - Eugene Ely lost
his life In Georgia attempllnR to
imitate Beachey's "Dutch Roll," He
lost control of the machine.

Cromwell Dixon, a mere boy. also

lost his life trying to "be better
than Beachey." Cal Rodgers, who
made the first coast-to-coa- st flight,
lost his life in Lop Angeles Bay do-

ing the dip and chasing sea gulls to
the amusement of the crowd. John
Frisbie lost his life doing Beachey's
"Ocean Roll.' Ralph Johnston and
Arch Hoxey, both members of the
"Death Reel" film, lost their lives
in daring stunts.
A TRAGIC
STATEMENT.

Beachey s most tragic statement
in regard to death of those who at-

tempted to surpass his daring feats
was. "And one by one they have
hurtled down, clutching at the robes
of God, to smash on earth. Death
has left me alone because I was a
good servant to him."

Besides the death of those who
followed him In his conquest of the
air. Beachey killed Miss Ruth Hil-dret- h

and seriously injured her
sister. Helen, at Rochester, N. Y.,
October 7. 1913. The Kirls and their
escorts were standing on a hangar
when the daring aviator lost con-
trol of his machine and on his way
to earth struck them This event
Impressed him more than anything
of his career.

While he regarded the death of
aviators ,who attempted to out-cla-

i
-

LINCOLN I3EACHEY, AT EXTREME RIGHT, WATCHING MRS. BARNEY

OLDEIELD CHRISTEN MONOPLANE IN WHICH HE LATER LOST HI5 LIFE

him as their own foolhardiness he
felt personally responsible tor the
d .'Hi ol in girl, although a oron-er'- s

Jury declared It unavoidable.
In his daring career Beachey fell

many times, was always ready for
and expecfanl of death by a fall,
but eluded death until it overtook

him at the Panama-Pacifi- c reposi-
tion, seven years after he started
to defy the grim monster. This
dare-dev- il aviator told reporters at
various times that he already felt
death hthlnd him. practically
clutching at his steering wheel and
atteniDtinjz to send him to death.

during his flights. It sepmed as If
the grim reaper always "as be-

hind. Beachey had somewhat of a
super-natur- contest on with the
phantom of immortality. The visage
oi death always was before him,
he said, and his most daring flights
were taken more In defiance than

f

for the money.
So defiuut was he of his nemesis

that in Los Angeles. Cal., in Janu-
ary, 1912, he tempted instant de-

struction by emulating the feats of
two aviators who had met death at
the same spot in tho same way.
Ascending to a height of 4U0 icel

mil m

IALBERT BOND
LAMBERT H

and taking a "heer plunge, similar l'
:. In which Page lost his life, ' I

he do( ( nded into a gully into which
Arch Hoxey fell to his death just a 3

From the grand stand it appeared
that Beachey had fallen, and when
he did not reappear after an inter-v- al

of more than a minute, doctors,
reporters and mechanicians rushed

.in automobiles to the scene, but
Beachey reappeared a few minutes
later and flew over the course?
HE VML

BA1 h.
B icbej retired for a year, say-In- g

hi never ould fly again, but
cam i back iu September, 1913, and
started the second chapter of his
career that ended in his death.

At the tiiu of his retirement he
said: 'The chance of being killed
never worried me while I was fly-

ing. Every man and woman I met
during my career, predicted that I j

would be killed. This only annoyed
me. It did not get on my nerves.

I made up my mind that if I
did tumble from the air I did not
wanl niy Bnal bump to stamp me as
B piker. If it came my time to die
i Luted to drop thousands of feet.
I wanted tho grandstands and
grounds to be packed with a huge,

ring mob and the band crash-o- ut

the latest ragtime piece.
And when the ambulance or worse
hauled me away I w anted them all
to say: 'Well, he certainly was fly-

ing some.'
"I knew I was skillful. I had

every confidence in my ability I
knew Just as sure as fate that some
day there would be a tiny flaw in
a piece of steel. It would not take
ldnger than the tick of a clock and
then it would be all over.

"I always believed I would be
killed If 1 stuck to the game long
enough."

When Lincoln Beachey made this
statement on his retirement as an

or he did not know how true
it was and how he eventually would
come to his death through an acci-
dent- -- the collapso of the steel work
of his machine.

That Lincoln Beachey Invited
death has beon shown by his darlnc
flights With his demise the United
Stat - If left with no great aviators
and practically the last of the great
and fatal Death Reel" film has
gone to his death.

Bad for the Laurels.
It is related of William Dean

Howelle that he one time was ad-

monishing a young novelist, who,
after writing a fine novel, had pro-

duced only slight commercial things,
"Two critics," he said to the

young man. "were discussing a cer-tai- n

author.
" 'His laurels,' said the first critic, J

already seem faded and bedrag- -

That.' the other critic agreed,
i, because he haa been resting on

them.' "

aArertistiiaj Pays.
"Does advertising pay! 1 lost a

dye-doll- ar bill on tho street "

"I advertised, and so far I have
received three five-doll- ar bills."

A Practical Youth,
George "if some one should 1

leave you fifty thousand dollars, j

what would you do?"
Jack "I'd run over to Europe,

buy a title, and then come back and
marry a millionheiress."


